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Introduction 

UN 2030 Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals outline a brighter, more 

sustainable future for everybody. The agenda tackles global issues. This report 

provides Asia-Pacific efforts to meet the UN Sustainable Development Goal 14 'Life 

Below Water' (SDG14) by 2025. It assesses whether Asia-Pacific can meet SDG14.1 

to end marine pollution by 2025. It finishes with Asia-Pacific SDG14 implementation 

suggestions. Section 2 describes this study's research and secondary analysis using 

UN ESCAP and Dasgupta (2020) data. Section 3 analyses statistics, activities, and 

difficulties in Asia-Pacific countries and makes future recommendations. The 

Asia-Pacific region will not be able to achieve SDG 14.1 by 2025.  

 

Methodology 

Survey research increasingly uses current data as academics globally collect and 

archive enormous amounts of data (Johnston, 2014). This report focuses on the UN 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific's 2023 research data, Mao 

et al.'s (2019) research article, and Dasgupta's (2020) report for secondary analysis 

and collation.  

Secondary data analysis involves analyzing secondary sources and data from others in 

a particular field (Johnston, 2014). This study can quickly acquire specialized data 

and make practical recommendations for the Asia-Pacific region to eliminate plastic 

pollution using secondary data. But，Secondary data analysis in this study has 

constraints, including the possibility of needing more research information to verify 

the data sources. 



 

Results 

The UN General Assembly approved 17 SDGs for the 2030 Agenda 2015, including 

SDG 14, "Life Below Water" (Acharya, 2023). By 2025, governments must 

significantly reduce marine pollution, mainly plastic and land-based marine debris 

(Dasgupta, 2020). Asia and the Pacific's 2025 SDG 14 marine pollution reduction 

objective is examined here.1. Asia and the Pacific are varied with 4.5 billion people 

(UNESCAP et al., 2019). Seafood and tourism are essential in Asia, but marine 

pollution from related sectors and land-based activities has raised concerns. The 

leading cause of marine pollution is plastic.  

Rhodes (2018) claims that 79% of the 6.3 billion tonnes of plastic waste produced 

between 1950 and 2015 entered the oceans. Plastic litters beaches, oceans, bays, and 

estuaries. Plastic pollution can kill marine life that eats or tangles (Borrelle et al., 

2017). Further research has demonstrated that microscopic plastic fragments are 

everywhere in marine ecosystems, even in salt and seafood, and that plastic pollution 

threatens global food safety and health.  

The more considerable science and technology challenge is that machines' lack of 

ability to collect and measure plastic in the ocean has resulted in less than 1% of the 

data currently collected being used to estimate how much plastic has been put in over 

time. In Asia-Pacific, China, Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam, and Sri Lanka 

contribute 56% of the world's plastic garbage and are the top marine plastic polluters 

(Rhodes, 2018). Pollution has degraded China's nearshore waterways, causing 

seasonal toxic algal blooms and hypoxia (Mao et al., 2019). The Ocean Plastic 

Recycler (OPR) is a revolutionary marine pollution solution made possible by the 

latest artificial intelligence robots and sensor systems. Jaiganesh and Dr. Harini Mittal 

(2023) report that the OPR can efficiently gather 7 million pounds of marine plastic 

garbage per cycle. Asia-Pacific nations cannot meet the SDG14.1 objective in 2025 

due to their pollutants' scale and cyclical nature. This analysis implies that 

Asia-Pacific countries can buy OPR as needed and may be able to meet SDG14.1 in 



the future with new technologies. 

In 2018, China banned the import of all non-industrial plastic garbage to accomplish 

SDG14's target of protecting the domestic marine environment. However, this led to a 

surge in plastic waste exports from high-income countries to Southeast Asian 

underdeveloped nations (Dasgupta, 2020). Example: Indonesia. Jakarta Bay, 

Indonesia, has over 15% of personal protective plastic equipment in a 2020 survey 

(Sharma, 2021).  

The COVID-19 epidemic has increased single-use plastics. Direct littering, ocean 

dumping, and trash disposal introduce massive plastic gadgets to the marine . As one 

of the top trash importers in Southeast Asia, Indonesia must deal with much marine 

debris, yet the government cannot handle the plastic waste, which ends up in the 

ocean.This study suggests that such countries address waste pollution with the UNEP 

2016 Guidelines for Framework Legislation for Integrated Waste Management 

(Environment, 2016) and UN COVID-19 regulations. The study suggests that these 

countries can use the UNEP 2016 Guidelines for Framework Legislation for 

Integrated Waste Management (Environment, 2016) and the UN COVID-19 

integrated waste management policy regulations to provide a reasonable legal system 

for relevant sectors to manage and deliver waste in the future and meet SDG14. 

According to studies, Southeast Asia's coastal and shallow waters support widespread 

mangrove, seagrass, and coral habitats—however, marine plastic garbage 

entanglement and adhesion impact local hydrology (Sharma, 2021). Many coral 

colonies die from "coral bleaching" (Acharya, 2023). Indonesia has worked with local 

people to preserve the Coral Triangle's ecological resources to meet SDG 14.1.but it is 

difficult. A lack of environmental awareness and pollution prevention expertise 

among locals and stakeholders has stopped Indonesia from solving the marine plastic 

pollution problem. UNESCO's coral reef and hypoxic dead zone awareness campaign 

should be replicated in Asia-Pacific countries. According to UNESCO's ESD aims, 

this paper suggests organizing communities to educate and promote knowledge and 

environmental activities to protect coral reefs (UNESCO, 2017). This will aid in 

SDG14 completion. 



 

Conclusion 

In conclusion,This report concludes that Asia-Pacific will not meet SDG 14.1 by 2025. 

Marine plastic pollution data and Asia-Pacific sustainable development policies are 

examined in this paper. The lack of in-person data-gathering sources limits the 

accuracy of this report. The study suggests that Asia-Pacific uses robotic AI 

techniques and technology (Henrik Skaug Saetra, 2022) to speed up marine plastic 

treatment. The Asia-Pacific area should follow UN laws and encourage local 

communities to support marine conservation and social education (UNESCO, 2017). 

The public and stakeholders can reduce plastic trash and debris emissions daily 

through education. The Asia-Pacific area should be able to clean up marine plastic 

trash more fully in the future, and we can build a better future for humanity and fulfill 

SDG14. 
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